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But in height, and in sleight, and stein, and heigh-ho, 
With the sound of long i comes the ei, as you know; 
There's kaleidoscope, eiderdown, seismograph, too, 
As some more of the words to illustrate, they'll do. 

No exception to ei when the sound is long a 
Can be found in a word though you search for a day; 
To illustrate: take freight, and add sleigh, and then heir; 
The word rein, also vein, even feint, and then their. 

In the second it is written ei when the sound 
Is short i or short e (these exceptions are found, 
As in mischief, and kerchief, and w'ewe, and in friend — 
If correctly they're spelled, on ie they'll depend). 

The third use of ei is when following c— 
Then the i doing duty must follow the e — 
(Financier's an exception to this, it's quite clear, 
But there's naught in this word to cause any fear). 

In the fourth are "six freaks" with ei that's called e 
(Six exceptions to using ie when called e), 
As in seize, and in leisure, in weird, and in neither, 
Not omitting the words inveigle and either). 

ENVOY 

With the long sound of e write ie without fear; 

After c comes ei — is my meaning quite clear ? 

Where exceptions are shown, as you read through each verse, 

You can learn them all right, though your head may feel worse. 

Alice Berlingett 
Norfolk, Virginia 



THE BLESSED BLUNDER 

What weary teacher has not often felt like calling down blessings 
on the head of the pupil who, instead of making a commonplace mistake, 
says something comically wrong ? The hearty laugh that follows light- 
ens and brightens the atmosphere like a shower in spring, making all 
the pupils seem so much more intellectual and better disposed than 
before. 
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A girl, when asked what people probably first inhabited America, 
says: "I don't really know. The book didn't say exactly, but I think 
it was Adam and Eve," and the schoolmistress feels tempted to add 
twenty to her mark instead of deducting it. She remembers with 
lasting gratitude the brown-eyed boy who carefully wrote, "My shoul- 
ders are between my head. " 

History gains in interest when we read that "Joan of Arc was burned 
at the steak"; and when we see that "the sun was shinning brightly" 
we have an entertaining vision of the king of day going up a pole in the 
manner of the common boy. 

It is refreshing to be told that "Antonio had often derailed Shy- 
lock," and we relish one girl's explanation of the statement that Sir 
Roger de Coverley's coat and doublet were of a fashion that had been 
in and out twelve times since he first wore them. "Why," said she, 
" I suppose he used to turn them and wear them inside out sometimes. " 
The frequent dreary telling of Goldsmith anecdotes with the point 
left out is almost forgiven to the girl who argues, "Portia may have 
been good as a lawyer, but couldn't have been a good housekeeper. 
For one thing, she was too pretty, and then she kept too many servants 
instead of doing some of the scrubbing herself, as I think every house- 
keeper ought to." 

Laughingly we rejoice with the mother who "clasps her long-lost 
child as a lion seizes its prey." Tense lips relax as we read, "Shylock 
taught people to love money as a cat teaches her kittens to catch mice. " 
Well-worn blue pencil and red ink are gladly forgotten as the teacher 
glances at this interpretation of Wordsworth's " Cuckoo " : "The cuckoo 
is a bird that shrieks a very sweet cry which you don't know where it 
comes from." 

How happy are the girls in a college class when a graduate student 
ends her special paper on Milton's sonnets with the patronizing assertion, 
"Of course his sonnet on his blindness closes with a trite quotation from 
the Bible. " As we gasp the professor graciously inquires in what part 
of the Scriptures she finds that passage. Later I am reminded of this 
incident when two ladies who say they are well acquainted with the 
Bible ask if I can tell them in which of its books they can find that 
parable about the traveler who would not take off his cloak for the wind, 
but yielded to the gentle sunshine. They have searched their small 
concordance in vain for the parable. 

There are, too, occasional blunders in conduct that are wholly 
delightful. A polite boy, almost six feet tall and nearly always attentive, 
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sits in the front seat and absent-mindedly uses his book-strap for 
fastening his knees together as closely and firmly as possible. The 
teacher has had nothing amusing for half an hour, and the spirit of 
mischief prompts her to call suddenly on Hooker. He raises his bright 
eyes from the strap-buckles and starts promptly to rise to his feet. 
He starts twice, three times, and here the laugh begins. It has con- 
tinued many a time since at the memory of that serious, disgusted face 
and the determined gesture with which that strap was finally put into 
a pocket. 

Even some Sunday-school mistakes are blessings, though there the 
rising laugh must often have its heart-warming glow postponed. One 
little girl recites earnestly and convincingly her first golden text, "Wis- 
dom is better than rubbish, " and another gives this version of part of the 
Twenty- third Psalm: "Thou restorest my hair with oil. " The teacher 
herself once assured her listening class that when the apostles left certain 
cities " they shook off their feet against them. " The church occasionally 
gives joy that is hardly a "sanctuary blessing." Many a time has my 
spirit been lightened on recalling what I once heard from a preacher in 
a college chapel not far from Boston. He spoke of the undoubted in- 
spiration of the Bible, "and yet," said he, "through the whole book we 
feel the flavor of a human hand. " 

Most of the sayings I have quoted would bring sorrow to the faithful 
hearts of the Harvard examiners in English, yet I can vouch for it that 
they have been helpful in the cause of education, for 

"A merry heart goes all the day. " 

Alice I. Hazeltine 
Lake Erie College 
Painesville, Ohio 



